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Executive Summary

/

*¢ The Participants
o 100 people participated in the case study event and 66 responded to the survey.
o Participants were about 2/3 female and 1/3 male.

o The three largest group affiliations were Greenwich High School (29%), League of
Women Voters (27%) and Brunswick/Greenwich Academy (23%).

o The two largest age cohorts were 50+ (48%) and Under 25 (40%)

/

% The Invitation and Reasons for Attending
o Attendees were predominately invited by their affiliated organizations.
o Their main reasons for attending were:

* interestin US history and the Constitution,

= adesire to participate in a Harvard case study class, and

= the political relevance of the issue (federal vs. state power) today.

X/

% Assessment of Pre-Reading and Event
o Almost all participants viewed the pre-reading assignment favorably.

o Virtually all of those attending said they:
= enjoyed the case study method of teaching,
» would attend future events like this one,
= would recommend the event to a friend, and

* would recommend that other teachers, schools and civic groups adopt this method of
teaching.




Executive Summary

¢ Assessment of Case Facilitation
o Professor Moss received top 2 box scores from 98% of attendees.

¢ Impact and Follow-Up

o Seven of nine additional cases from Democracy: A Case Study
received a majority vote for a future case discussion event.

I

DEMOCRACY
o As aresult of attending the discussion:

* Seven out of ten participants said they would be much more likely to DAVID o, ot
approach future political discussions more constructively, especially when
presented with an opposing point of view.

il

 Half said they would be much more likely to vote in government elections.

* Just under half said they would be much more likely to get involved in
politics.

» About a quarter said they would be much more likely to consider running for
political office.



WHO ATTENDED?

HOW DID THEY
HEAR ABOUT
THE EVENT?

Join Us For A Harvard Case Discussion

and
Debate A Constitutional Question:

HOW MUCH POWER SHOULD THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAVE OVER STATES?

With special guest moderator

Professor David Moss, Harvard Business School
Paul Whiton Cherington Professor of Business Administration

n an engaging community discussion that will have you slep Inte

3 s of the Constitutional Convention delegates of 1787 and
How much power - and what type of power - should be vested in the
Federal government?

The event is designed to encourage those of all ages in our community -
from students to seniors - to recommit to our democratic process of healthy
debate and constructive compromise

Led by award-winning academic, David Moss, author of the recent book
Democracy: A Case Study, this program will give you a new perspective

on a foundational issue, one which still resonates with our politics today

Space Is Limited So Reserve Early * Short Reading Will Follow

HOSTED BY
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREENWICH
GREENWICH HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
HARVARD CLUB OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY

MONDAY Greenwich High School Doors Open: 6:30pm
Room 900

10 Hillside Dr, Case Study 5 g 30pm
2017 Greenwich CT Discussion

November 13

RSVP Requested via EventBrite https://lwvgharvardcasestudies.eventbrite.com




About the Attendees

Greenwich High School and the League of Women Voters represented the two

largest groups in attendance.
- There was almost an even split between public and private school attendance.

Unaffiliated

9 Other
re U T
pTc 2%
Greenwich
Academy Public School
10% (29%)
Greenwich
High School
29%

Harvard Club

of Fairfield
County

10%

Private School
(23%)

Brunswick League of
13% Women

Voters
27%

Q1. Which of the following organizations or schools are you affiliated with? Please select all that apply. 5

Base size n= 66



Demographics

» Attendance was split about 2/3 female and 1/3 male
» 48% were 50+ and 40% were under 25

Gender

Age

18-24

/ 5%
\_25 -34

3%

Q12. Please indicate your gender.
Q13. Please indicate your age range.
Base size n= 63



Source(s) of Information about Event

Most attendees were invited by the organization they are affiliated with.

I was invited by email by the League of Women Voters [B]_l
CDEF

11%

| was invited by email by the Harvard Club of Fairfield County [C]

I saw an article in a newspaper (P! 5%

My member organization’s website or Facebook page [E][F 29

Some other way [F] 8%
- My daughter at GHS studying AP USH
- Friend at LWVG
- Attended the HBS Case Study Workshop in 2017
- Involved in organizing
Q3. How did you first hear about this event? Please select all that apply and fill in details as required. | - An organizer
Base size n= 66 7

Letters indicate a significant higher difference at the 90% confidence level.




MOTIVATION TO ATTEND



Motivation to Attend

Attendees were motivated primarily by an interest in history and the Constitution,
followed equally by a desire to participate in a Harvard case study about a politically
relevant issue.

| am interested in US history and the (A]
Constitution

| wanted to participate in a Harvard Case (B
Study class

This issue is politically relevant today [c] 60%E

| am interested in the debate about

Federal versus State power 57%

—_

| came to see Professor Moss of Harvard
Business School

m
—

43%

Q3. What motivated you to attend this event? Please select all that apply.
Base size n= 65 9
Letters indicate a significant higher difference at the 90% confidence level.



EVENT EVALUATION



Evaluation of The Pre-Reading Assignment

Almost all participants viewed the pre-reading assignment very
positively.

-

was informative [ 79% {374 94% DEF

is something | would look forward to for
o, o, 0,
\ similar future events '© e el 887 DEF /
3%
was too Iong[\Drﬁ 15%

would dissuade me from attending [g]| 2%
similar future events

Top 2 Box (Score =4/5)
. Top Box (Strongly agree =5)

. 2"d Box (Agree =4)

was too difficult [F| 2%

Q4. How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about the pre-reading assignment? The pre-reading assignment....
Please select one response for each and do not leave any row blank. Strongly disagree to Strongly agree.

Base size n= 66 1

Letters indicate a significant higher difference at the 90% confidence level.



Overall, the case study method was very positively received with almost all attendees
willing to attend a similar event in the future and recommend it to others.

| would attend future events like this one, which are

129 0
focused on different issues in US politics and history 100%F

[A]

| enjoyed the case study method of teaching (B! 83% ez 100%F

I would recommend that this approach be used by (] 82% W 98% F
other teachers, schools and civic groups

| would recommend this event to a friend [p, 83% Y 98%F

Top 2 Box (Score =4/5)

I learned something new 9 0 0
8 [E] 4% 284 94%F . Top Box (Strongly agree =5)

. 2"d Box (Agree =4)

I would be interested in joining a book club to discuss ir] BEE I 65%
other cases like this one

Q5. How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about tonight’s case study? Please select one response for each and do not leave any
row blank. Strongly disagree to Strongly agree.

Base size n= 66 12

Letters indicate a significant higher difference at the 90% confidence level.



As a Result of Participation, Likelihood to...

» Seven out of ten participants said they would be much more likely to approach future political
discussions more constructively, especially when presented with an opposing point of view.

» Half said they would be much more likely to vote in government elections.

v

Just under half said they would be much more likely to get involved in politics.
» About a quarter said they would be much more likely to consider running for political office.

Much less likely ® About the same B Much more likely
Approach future political discussions more
constructively, especially when presented with[A] 30% 70% BCD
an opposing point of view

Vote in government elections|B] 50% A

2%
Get more involved in politics|[C]

Consider running for political office[p] 11% 62% A 27%

Q6. Based on your attendance at this event, rate your likelihood of doing the following: Please select one response for each and do not leave any row blank.
Base size n= 66

13
Letters indicate a significant higher difference at the 90% confidence level.



Evaluation of Moderator & Venue

» Professor Moss was very highly rated by all attendees.

» The venue, Room 900 at Greenwich High School, was also well rated.

6%
92% 98%

Top 2 Box (Score =4/5)

. Top Box Excellent =5

. 2" Box =4

61%  32% KP4

Room 900, GHS

Q7. How would you rate Professor Moss’ facilitation of the discussion? Please select one response for each and do not leave any row blank. Fair to Excellent.
Q8. How would you rate the venue, Room 900 at Greenwich High School? Please select one response for each and do not leave any row blank. Poor to Excellent.
Base size n= 66

14



INTEREST IN FUTURE EVENTS
& GENERAL FEEDBACK



Topics of Interest for Future Case Discussion Programs

Seven of the nine issues received a majority vote for a future case discussion event.

Martin Luther King and the struggle for African-American
Band the struee A 58
voting rights
Theodore Roosevelt, anti-trust initiatives and the advent of[B_ 58%
consumer safety protections 0
The Citizens United Supreme Court decision and corporate[c_ 56%
speech (i
Women'’s rights and the fight over the Equal Rights[D_ 56%
Amendment to the Constitution 0
The challenges of reconstruction after the Civil War[E_ 56%
Debating the creation of a public education system in America[F_ 56%
Congressional oversight in the aftermath of the financial crash[G_ 55%
of 1929 0
The pre-civil war challenge of secession[H_ 47%
Debating the creation of a central bank [|]_ 47%

Other [J]. 3%

Q9. What other issue(s) would you like to see discussed in future case study programs? Please check all that apply.
Base size n= 64 16

Letters indicate a significant higher difference at the 90% confidence level.



Note: the size of the words represent frequency, not importance or context.
Full text of all respondent comments are on the following
Comments/Suggestions slide.

Q10. Do you have any other comments or suggestions? Please be specific.

17

**Caution: Very small base size. n= 20



Comments/Suggestions - Verbatims

Implicit data analysis suggests a strong emotional resonance with Professor Moss.

It was great and hope it can be replicated.
Loved it. It was a very valuable experience.

We need more substantive discussions such as this to protect democracy.

Provide an intro course like this and follow it up with debate.
Do a better job in asking students first not an adult who goes on so much that it might intimidate
the students.

Can you develop a teacher training institute? Perhaps as a summer institute.

Professor Moss is a gifted teacher whose influence is of enormous public benefit.

| thought David Moss did a fantastic job explaining this.

Encourage debate among people.

Fabulous!

Get to all/most people comment wise.

Dr. Moss did an exceptional job engaging the audience.

Would love time for Q&A. So enjoyed the case study lecture.
Professor Moss is outstanding. Very engaging.

| would love to attend another lecture like this one.

Earlier cases are better since people have fewer preconceived notions.

A great method to increase involvement and awareness around democracy.

Need bigger whiteboard
Outreach to non English speakers recommended
Outstanding event

Q10. Do you have any other comments or suggestions? Please be specific. 18
**Caution: Very small base size. n= 20



CONTACT INFORMATION



Contact Information:

Prepared by:

League of Women Voters of Greenwich
P.O. Box 604
Greenwich, CT 06836-0604

For further information, contact:

Sheila Mehta
Program Committee Member
League of Women Voters of Greenwich
sheilaamehta@gmail.com

Dr. Deirdre Kamlani
League of Women Voters of Greenwich
Board Member
Program Committee Member
deirdre.kamlani@gmail.com
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